3T6                        THE GERMAN STATES.

land well and kindly, they have shown towards the
people a lack of confidence and sympathy, while the offi-
cials, who are mostly Prussians, have been domineering,
and used their arbitrary powers in a despotic spirit.1
Blum, on the other hand, in his recent history of the
German Empire,2 says that the mild government of the
first Statthalter, General von Manteufel, was a failure,
but that since 1885, the more severe policy of his suc-
uessor, Prince Hohenlohe-Schillingsfiirst (the present
Chancellor of the Empire), has borne better fruit. In
favor of this view, it must be observed that candidates
friendly to the Empire won in 1890 four, and in 1893
five, out of the fifteen seats in the Reichstag, a result
that is, however, perhaps due less to any direct effect
on the natives than to the large emigration of French
sympathizers, whose places have been taken by Ger*
mans from the other side of the Rhine.

This brief survey of the governments of the smaller
States is enough to show the great vitality of the
monarchical principle throughout Germany j for al-
though the representatives of the people exert every-
where, except in Mecklenburg, a certain influence on
public affairs, the guiding and controlling force is
always vested in the Prince, Moreover, democracy
does not appear to be gaining ground. During the
last twenty years the German constitutions have under-
gone few changes, and the diets have shown little
inclination and still less ability to curtail the preroga-
tives of the crown. One reason for this is, of course,

1 Henry W. Wolff, West. Rev., Dec., 1890.

a Das Deutsche Reich zur Zeit Bismarcks, pp. 637-57.